
    Charter Schools Office 
   Suite 102 

    440 North Broad Street 
  Philadelphia, PA 19130 

 

1 

CONTINUITY OF EDUCATION PLAN 
 

As K-12 schools in Pennsylvania remain closed at the direction of Governor Wolf, the Charter Schools 
Office (“CSO”) requests information from charter schools on Continuity of Education Plans and 
educational opportunities being provided or planned to be provided to the charter school’s students.   
 
For charter schools that have created or are considering the creation of a Continuity of Education 
Plan, the CSO wants to clarify and remind you of the following:  

● According to guidance from the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), schools may 
offer opportunities in varying degrees of intensity, from Planned Instruction to Enrichment and 
Review.  

● Certain Relevant Terms:   
○ Continuity of Education is an overarching term for any educational practices that occur 

in the event of a prolonged school closure. It is important that students have the 
opportunity to maintain and develop skills while away from the customary school 
environment. This can be achieved through Planned Instruction, Enrichment and 
Review or a combination thereof.  

○ Planned Instruction: Planned Instruction is formal teaching and learning similar to that 
which occurs in a classroom setting. Within this process, teachers use planned courses 
of instruction of new concepts/skills aligned to grade level standards.  

○ Enrichment and Review:  Enrichment and Review consists of informal activities that 
reinforce or extend students’ prior learning. No standards and skills are not addressed 
through Enrichment and Review. 

● Charter schools must ensure full access to learning for all students, with particular attention to 
free appropriate public education (FAPE) for students with disabilities and English as a second 
language (ESL) services for English Learners., in accordance with social distancing guidance. 

● Please note the following PDE guidance: “PDE will not penalize districts/schools that fail to 
meet the minimum 180-day requirements as a result of COVID-19 response efforts”1.    

 
Please provide your written response to the questions below, attach corresponding materials 
and send to Peng Chao, Roger Kligerman, and Essence Caleb (pchao@philasd.org, 
rkligerman@philasd.org, ecaleb@philasd.org) by Thursday, April 2nd.  
 
The CSO will review responses and documents to:  

● Gather information on how schools in the charter sector plan to provide continuity of 
education. 

● Ensure that equity for all students is being considered by charter schools in providing 
continuity of education. 

● Identify any opportunities for charter schools to collaborate to support continuity of education 
and equitable access to instructional opportunities for all students. 

  

 
1
See:https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/AnswersToFAQs.aspx 

mailto:pchao@philasd.org
mailto:rkligerman@philasd.org
mailto:ecaleb@philasd.org
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/AnswersToFAQs.aspx


    Charter Schools Office 
   Suite 102 

    440 North Broad Street 
  Philadelphia, PA 19130 

 

2 

 

Continuity of Education Plan Details 

Name of School: (INSERT SCHOOL(S) NAME HERE) 

Question School Response 

Part I: Continuity of Education Timeline 

1. Has the School provided continuity of education 
to its students anytime beginning March 16?   

YES 
 

1a. If YES, please provide the start date.  April 6, 2020 

1b. If YES, please provide the type. Enrichment and Review – 3/6/20 to 4/3/20 
 

2. Is the School prepared to provide continuity of 
education to its students until April 6th?  

YES 

3. If School closure extends past April 6th, is the 
school planning to provide continuity of education 
to its students? 

YES 

4. Did the School’s Board of Trustees vote on any 
Continuity of Education Plan or does it plan to at a 
scheduled Board Meeting? 
ATTACHMENT REQUIRED:  A Continuity of 
Education Plan that includes full instructional days 
must be voted on by a School’s Board. Please 
submit either A) Board of Trustees draft minutes 
indicating Board vote on the plan OR B) proposed 
date/time for Board meeting to vote. 

YES 

Part II: Continuity of Education Type 

5. What type of continuity of education does the 
School plan to provide e.g. April 6th onward?  

Planned Instruction 
 
 

Part III: Continuity of Education Plan Resources 

6. Explain the overall approach and methodology to the School’s Continuity of Education Plan that 
should include the appropriateness to the grade span, types of materials being used, and the 
planning incorporated into the creation, distribution, and the execution of the learning plan.  
Your answer should include:  

● Resources students need to fully participate in the learning.  
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● A description for how and how often resources will be distributed to students. 
● An understanding of how the school has considered access in their plan execution. 
● Details of how teachers and staff are involved in the plan. 
● A description of how all parents (including those who do not speak English) are being 

notified and updated of the plan and expectations. 
● If the school's plan is full day instructional, details regarding days per week, teaching, and 

learning expectations.  
ATTACHMENT REQUIRED: If full day planned instruction, provide one sample schedule that a grade 
span is expected to follow; if enrichment and review, provide one sample document to be sent to 
students/families outlining expectations. 

Franklin Towne Charter Schools has developed a continuity of education plan that we feel will allow 
us to continue to offer the best level of instruction, under the circumstances, for the foreseeable 
future.  Below is a description of our plan, that was developed in concert between school 
administrators, classroom teachers, guidance professionals, community stake-holders and Franklin 
Towne parents.   
 
On a weekly basis our teachers are posting (via PowerSchool Unified Classroom or MSTeams) 
instructional activities (aligned to the PACC) and lessons, supplemented by weekly classroom 
Zoom meetings.  These assignments are posted by 9:00 each Monday morning. Students are 
expected to work on these assignments on a daily basis (Monday through Friday) and submit 
completed work by no later than the following Sunday by 11:59 pm.  Our classroom teachers have 
posted daily virtual office hours, where students and families can reach out for clarification and 
instructional support regarding assignments.  In addition, each school has a team of support 
personnel including: school phycologists, guidance counselors and school administrators who are 
available via email and voicemail on a daily basis.    
 
Our ESL students and families are closely monitored by a full-time, certified ESL teacher, who 
works in conjunction with our classroom teachers to ensure that all instructional activities and 
lessons are both appropriate and have been fully communicated in the child/families home 
language.  And, along with our ESL and classroom teachers, all of our ESL students’ academic 
progress will be closely monitored via our Guidance Department and ChildFind teams.   
 
Regarding families who have been identified as having poor or no connectivity, the FTC Guidance 
and Student Services teams have been actively working with these families to provide both outside 
and internal resources to address these issues.    
 
 

Part IV: Continuity of Education Equity 

7. Explain how the School considered equity in the planning and execution of the Continuity of 
Education Plan. Your answer should include a description of the way in which the plan:  

● Accommodates students with IEPs and 504 plans and how related services (in accordance 
with social distancing) are being rendered. 

● Accommodates students considered English Learners.  
● Accommodates students considered homeless or housing insecure. 
● Ensures to not penalize students for special circumstances that the school is aware of (lack 

of resources or lack of parental support). 
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With regard to our special education students, we will continue to support them via our learning 
support and instructional support team.  These teachers will continue to actively work with our 
general education teacher to make the appropriate modifications to the assigned instructional 
activities, while at the same time ensuring that appropriate accommodations are fully implemented.  
In addition, our Special Education Case Mangers will continue to make daily/weekly contact with all 
of our identified students, and their families to ensure that we are doing everything we can to 
support them through this transitional time.  In addition, all of our identified students’ progress will 
be closely monitored through our Guidance Department, our ChildFind team, and our Student 
Services Department.   
 
Teachers, case managers, and learning support teachers have and will continue to keep open lines 

of communication with families and students through this state mandated school closure.  General 

education teachers are sending learning support teachers assignments on as weekly basis so they 

can make accommodations and modifications as appropriate and stated in the student's IEP, and 

then the learning support teacher will send the work to the identified students.  Learning support 

teachers are checking in with identified students on a regular daily basis to monitor work completion 

and progress.   

 

As stated above, our ESL students and families are closely monitored by a full-time, certified ESL 
teacher, who works in conjunction with our classroom teachers to ensure that all instructional 
activities and lessons are both appropriate and have been fully communicated in the child/families 
home language.  And, along with our ESL and classroom teachers, all of our ESL students’ 
academic progress will be closely monitored via our Guidance Department and ChildFind teams.   
 
Regarding any Franklin Towne student/family who are either homeless or housing insecure, our 
Guidance and Student Services teams have been in regular contact with these families during the 
last several weeks, and we will continue to do so for the duration of this transition to ensure that the 
proper support are in place and that we are doing everything we can to meet the needs of this 
especially susceptible population.   
 
 
 

Part V: Continuity of Education Additional Notes 

Are there any additional details to the plan that need to be shared with the CSO? Does the School 
have any concerns regarding their plan in which the CSO should be aware of? Does the School 
need additional resources to execute the plan? Please be as specific as possible. 

 
 
 
 

 


